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Executive Summary

MANDATE AND GOAL

The State Water Plan was mandated
by the 1982 Legislature. Chapter
455B of the Iowa Code requires the
Water, Air and Waste Management
Commission, '"to assess the water
needs of all water users...and pre-
pare a general plan of water allo-
cation in this state considering
the quantity and quality of water
resources available in this state

designed to meet the specific needs

of the water users." The Code also
requires that the Commission de-
liver the water plan as a bill en-.
acting a general plan of water al-
location priorities by January 15,
1985 to the General Assembly.’

Several objectives are to be met by

the Water Plan. S

1. Describe the availability and’
quality of water in Iowa.

2. Estimate present and future
use. -

3. Prepare an allocation plan.

4. Propose a means of implementa-
tion.

-Longer term objectives include im-

plementation of the plan, and peri-
odic updating of the water use pro-

“jections.

-COORDINATION

Throughout the preparation of the

Water Plan the Department and Com-

mission have sought to inform
Iowans of the Plan’s development
and their input in its preparation.

This has included several actions.

1. Public Meetings conducted to
identify issues and evaluate .
" options for actiomn.

2. Technical Advisory Committee
participation, involving 15
members -of water user and in-

_terested groups that assisted .
the Department in preparing the
Plan. : ' ’

3, Commission Presentations.

4. Newsletter, Press Reieases.

APPROACH AND REBUITS

Because the primary focus of the
mandate was towards -the quantita-
tive aspects of the state's water

. resources, part of the present ef-

fort was to examine overall avail-
ability and use. This resulted in
the preparation of . three supporting
technical reference documents de-
scribing in detail water availabil-

ity and use in the state.

The availability studies examined
both surface and groundwater. The
water use studies delineated pre-

- sent and projected water use for

the next twenty years for all major.
types of use. These included mu-
nicipal, industrial, livestock, ir-
rigation, power production, and
privately supplied. Total demand

. for the state is expected to. in-

crease, with irrigation potentially
being the largest water use.by

2005

The water plaﬁning effort also
identifled key water resource




